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befell Mansfield. On Wednesday night, on the occasion
of his third performance of the nimble Lord Chancellor,
that ankle which he had sprained two years before in
Edinburgh again betrayed him. In spite of the severity
of the sprain he finished the performance, but after the
opera he insisted on taking the midnight train for New
York. What impelled him, penniless, to resign and beset
again in the middle of a winter season the apparently
hopeless New York situation ?

He may have had in mind a previous talk with A. M.
Palmer, when he applied for a place in the celebrated
Union Square Stock Company, Mr. Palmer was suavely
diplomatic and generously courteous at all times. He
had told Mansfield there was "no opening at present,"
but invited him to inquire again.

On his arrival in New York Mansfield had the cabman
put him down at the door of the Union Square Theatre.
For two hours he waited for Mr. Palmer to arrive at his
office. Finally the manager admitted him. Fearful
that a knowledge of his real condition would prevent
his engagement, Mansfield walked and stood before him
on the swollen foot in spite of the pain. When he left he
limped across the icy pavements into Union Square and
fell fainting on a park bench.

But he had not come in vain. Palmer had given him
a bit to act, the small part of Tirandel, a young swell,
excessively ennuye, in a play then in rehearsal, "A Pa-
risian Romance," translated from the French of Octave
Feuillet, by A. R. Cazauran, attached to Mr. Palmer's
staff.

The rehearsals were easy, for Tirandel never stands
up except to sit down. The ankle mended rapidly.
Mansfield was delighted with the group of distinguishedor was
